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User Guide 
 

 

 

DataDirect is a self-service tool enabling access to robust, up-to-date data on more than 4 million unique patients 
from across the UMHS enterpri se. This data informs study design and guides the determination of feasibility of 
eligible patients for recruitment. 

 
DataDirect Prerequisites: 
¶ Your Level 2 password 

¶ Completion of any PEERRS module 
 

Data Available  for  COHORT FEASIBILITY (as of March 2018)  

Cohort ȰÍÏÄÅȱ produces aggregate counts for a given set of criteria. 

Subject Area Data Element Examples Earliest 
Date 

Patient Demographics Race, ethnicity, primary  language, mortality  2000 
Encounters Dates (admission, discharge, clinic visit), primary  

provider, location 
2000 

Diagnoses Dx name, fee code, POA flag 2000 
Procedures Procedure name, fee code 2000 
Medications Ordered Name, dose, frequency 2004 
Medications Administered Name, dose, frequency, route 2004 
Labs Test name, result range 2004 
Waveform Location, type of waveform (EKG, pulmonary artery 

Pressure), duration 
2012 

Central Biorepository Study name, tissue type 2014 
 
 

Data Available  for  DOWNLOAD, with  appropriate  IRB (as of October 2016) 
 

Data available through DataDirect reflect your current IRB-approved, active data elements 
as granted by the Data Office. 

 
Subject Area Data Element Examples 

Patient Demographics Race, primary  language, mortality  
Direct Patient Identifiers Name, address, MRN 
Encounters Dates (admission, discharge, clinic visit), primary provider  
Diagnoses Dx name, fee code, POA flag 
Procedures Procedure name, fee code 
Medications Ordered Name, dose, frequency 
Medications Administered Name, dose, frequency, route 
Labs Test name, result value, units, high/low flag 
Nursing Flowsheets Vitals by hour, daily min/max, Fluid In/Outs  
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Accessing DataDirect 
As DataDirect evolves, concepts presented in this User Guide will remain accurate, but the screenshots may 
vary slightly within the DataDirect tool. 

 

Access DataDirect at: https://datadirect.med.umich.edu 

Login with your User ID (UM uniqname) and Level 2 password. Click the Submit button. 

 

  

https://datadirect.med.umich.edu/
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Creating a New Query (Cohort Mode) 

Upon logging in, select Create a new blank query to proceed (or Select an existing query to use a previously 
created query). 

Enter a name and then click Create New Query.  HUM number is required for both PHI and Recruitment Mode. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cohort Mode 
does NOT 
require HUM 
Number 
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From the filters listed in the left panel, select a filter, for example, Demographics, to begin defining criteria for 
your query. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  Cohort Query Mode 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Demographics are patient-level characteristics available from the administrative registration systems (not 
encounter-level data, in other words, they do not change from one encounter to another). 

Select the checkboxes beside the characteristics to include in your query. De-select items you do not wish to 
include. For example, to find only Female patients, de-select Male and Unknown under Gender. Click Add to 
add these criteria to your query. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Click ά!ŘŘέ EACH time 
you add criteria to save 
your query. 
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Cohort Results 

As DataDirect retrieves data to match the selected criteria, the right panel of the screen displays aggregate 
counts. Your query is also saved to your individual profile in DataDirect. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Results include 1) initial patient and encounter counts, 2) saved criteria, and 3) final aggregate count of 
patient data matching your query. As you build your query, check the right panel to verify that your criteria 
have been added. 

 

 

 

                                                 
 

 

 

 

Initial patient and encounter counts 

Saved criteria 

Final aggregate count 
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Modifying a Filter (Enable/Disable, Edit and Remove) 

At any time, you may enable/disable, edit or remove an individual filter from your query. 
 

Enable/disable, Edit & Remove icons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To continue to build your query, select an additional filter category, for example, Encounters. 
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Tip: Begin typing to filter the selection criteria. For example, in the Inpatient Service Location field, type 5D to 

narrow your search. DataDirect includes aliases for locations, e.g., 8D5 or SICU. 

Click or highlight the item to select it for a field. 
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Review the updated result panel on the right side of the screen each time you click άAddέ to note the 
additional criteria have been saved to your query. In this example, both Demographics and Encounter criteria 
have been added to the query, and an aggregate count has been generated: 


